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The Family Loeb 
 

 

ORIGINS 

 

Emmanuel Loeb arrived in the port of New Orleans on December 23, 1848, on the ship 

Susan E. Howell.
1
 It is not known what prompted his emigration from France, but most 

likely he was like millions of other Europeans who perceived opportunities in the United 

States that were closed to them in Europe. The year in France was also tumultuous, 

seeing the last of the French revolutions. Emmanuel appears to have created a beachhead 

for his family in the U.S. – at least four of his seven known brothers and sisters were to 

follow him in later years.  

 

Emmanuel listed his place of origin as Strasbourg in the Alsace region of France, then as 

now one of Europe’s most important cities. However, while Strasbourg may have been 

where he lived prior to sailing for the U.S., he was likely born in the small town of 

Ingwiller in Bas-Rhin, Alsace, on May 28, 1827
2
. In a census taken in 1836, Emmanuel 

appears in Ingwiller as a 9-year-old boy living with his father David and mother Esther 

(Levi) Loeb, one brother (Felix) and 5 sisters, Zibora, Esther, Jeannette, Rosalie, and 

Henrietta.
3
 His father’s occupation is listed as Commissionnaire. Emmanuel’s widower 

grandfather Jacques appeared in the same household. The family was part of the town’s 

Jewish community. 

 

The surname Loeb was acquired within his father David’s generation. Prior to 1808, 

Jewish families did not utilize inherited surnames. Sons and daughters might have 

different surnames than their parents or each other. As part of an effort to regulate Jewish 

affairs across his empire, Napolean decreed on July 20, 1808, that all Jewish families 

needed to register legal family names. While some Jews chose to retain whatever 

surname they were using, many did not. Jacques Loewel and his family chose a shorter 

variant of Jacques’ surname, and thus he, his son David, and other family members 

became the first members of this line of Loebs to use that name.
4
 

 

The rationale for the surname goes back to David’s grandfather, Juda. Juda was named 

for one of the twelve sons of Jacob from the Old Testament where he was compared to a 

lion, and thus “lion” became a kinnui, or equivalent name for Juda. Others of Jacob’s 

sons had similar kinnuim: the wolf for Benjamin, the doe for Nephtali; these names were 

often used interchangeably with the given names. In translation in local languages, these 
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kinnuim became the basis for many surnames. For example, “Cerf,” “Hirsch,” “Hersch,” 

and “Herschel” were derived from Nephtali’s kinnui. “Loewe” was German for lion, with 

variants “Loewel” and “Loeb” among others.
5
 

 

The family may have been in Ingwiller for many generations. The Jews of Alsace had 

endured the same uncertainty as Jews the world over. Alternatively persecuted and 

protected, sometimes exiled and at other times invited to settle, Jews suffered from their 

ethnic and religious distinction, which gave others cause for distrust and hatred whenever 

a scapegoat was needed for the ills of the moment. In the middle of the 14
th

 century, 

persecution forced virtually all Jews to leave Alsace, and they were absent until the early 

17
th

 century. Even once they returned, laws barred them from residency in the major 

urban centers and so the Jews of Alsace became a primarily rural people. 

 

The French Revolution brought positive changes for the Jews of Alsace. Most 

importantly, on September 27th 1791, they became citizens of the new nation of France. 

The laws restricting their dwellings to the countryside were removed, starting a migration 

to cities such as Paris and Strasbourg. Some suspected members of Emmanuel’s extended 

family were found living in Strasbourg in 1836 including his aunt Rachel, David’s sister. 

The rest of the family may well have followed prior to Emmanuel’s emigration. 

 

 

Postcard depicting Ingwiller in 1918; the hand-drawn arrow points to the synagogue. 

  

As for Ingwiller itself, the following information was reproduced on the Jewish Virtual 

Library website: 

INGWILLER, town in the Bas-Rhin department, E. France. Jewish settlement began in 

1604, but by the end of the 17
th

century there were still only six families in the town. At 

the end of the 18
th

 century, however, about 50 Jewish families lived in Ingwiller, and 

from 1776 they owned a synagogue. Nearly half of them were engaged in the livestock 

trade. During the middle of the 19
th

 century the community reached its peak, with about 

550 members, and began to erect a new synagogue. A primary school was opened in 

1836 and a cemetery acquired soon after. From then on the community declined as a 

result of migration to larger towns and overseas. Under the German occupation of World 
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War II, 12 Jews were deported from Ingwiller. In 1969 the 

community consisted of fewer than 100 persons.
6
 

While Ingwiller’s Jewish population was small, the Alsace 

region as a whole had one of the most substantial Jewish 

communities in France. These communities were vibrant and 

sustained their own customs and traditions. A wonderful 

recollection of these communities was penned in the mid-19
th

 

century by Daniel Stauben, who grew up in rural Alsace, left, 

and then returned to find himself sentimentally charmed by 

Jewish communities, traditions, and livelihoods he had left 

behind.
7
 

 

 

EMMANUEL AND MARY (MARIE) 

 

After his arrival in New Orleans in 1848, there is no record of where Emmanuel was for 

the next 3 years. In 1857, in a declaration for U.S. citizenship, he asserted that he had 

resided in the city of Louisville, Kentucky for 6 years, placing him in the city in 1851.
8
 

 

The earliest record of Emmanuel in Louisville appears in 1853. In this year a marriage 

register entry on March 1 connects Emmanuel with Sarah Maas. Emmanuel probably 

knew Sarah’s family in France; the 1836 census shows a 71-year-old widow Adele Maas 

living in the Loeb household in Ingwiller. However, the marriage was to be short for 

reasons unknown, as Sarah disappears without a trace from the paper records. Two years 

later in 1855, Emmanuel again appears in the marriage registry to be married to Mary 

Morningstar, whose father Dr. I. Morningstar provided written consent for the marriage.
9
 

Later documents identify her father’s first name as Isaac.
10

 A marriage bond was posted 

the same day based on the written consent, as sworn by Emmanuel Wolf whose signature 

appears on the bond.
11

 

 

Mary’s story is very different from Emmanuel’s. She was born on February 5, 1837, and 

so was barely 18 years old when she married Emmanuel. Her daughter gave her 

birthplace as Sarat, Hungary, which might be a mis-transcription of Szered, Hungary, 

where there was a strong Jewish community. Various censuses list her birthplace as either 

                                                 
6
 The electronic entry at 
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8
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9
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Hungary or Austria, no doubt because of varying boundaries of those nations over the 

course of her life, but they are consistent in asserting that her native language was 

German. Legend preserved in multiple branches of the Morningstar family states that her 

father Isaac was the court physician for a German or Austrian prince, even of Franz 

Joseph himself who became emperor of the Austrian-Hungarian empire in 1848. 

However, if the connection with Franz Joseph is true, Isaac was his physician prior to 

Franz Joseph’s assumption of the imperial throne. Isaac was already living in 

Shawneetown, Illinois by the time of the 1850 U.S. census and Mary later gave her 

immigration date as 1849.
12

 Others of Isaac’s children also came to the U.S., and many 

show up briefly in Louisville records including Samuel and Charles. Isaac may also have 

moved to Louisville briefly in the mid-1850’s just before his death.
13

 

 

Why would a court physician leave Austria-Hungary for life in the rural United States? 

The Jewish community in Hungary fared far better than Jews elsewhere in Europe. The 

dominant Magyars were not a majority of Hungary’s population, and they recruited the 

minority Jewish community as an ally in its quest to stay in control. Many Jews became 

professionals and merchants and had a great deal of influence in the country, which itself 

was nonetheless a subservient kingdom within the greater Hapsburg Austrian empire in 

the 17
th

, 18
th

, and 19
th

 centuries. During the continent-wide rebellions of 1848, the 

Hungarians saw their chance to throw off the Austrian rulers and 

fought a losing war for independence from 1848-1849, with 

much of the Jewish community joining the struggle. When the 

war failed, a small wave of middle- and upper-class Jews left 

Hungary for the U.S. to avoid either direct or indirect 

retribution.
14

 Isaac’s arrival in the U.S. in 1849 places him 

directly within this historic context. 

 

The family situation Mary married into was likely a contrast to 

the one from which she came. From the records available, it 

appears that Emmanuel worked at various retail jobs during his 

time in Louisville. He appears in an 1855 Louisville directory as 

a “clerk at Rosenberg’s.” The 1860 census shows his occupation 

as “hat store,” while the 1870 census describes him as a peddler, 

as does the 1871 city directory.  

 

The occupation “peddler” has a very specific meaning for 19
th

 century American Jews. 

Many Jews made their start in the United States as foot peddlers, taking trade goods from 

cities into far-flung rural areas of the country, traveling house to house. Within a few 

years of practicing this trade, the more entrepreneurial peddlers would find a place to 

start up a store, and would have accumulated enough capital to do so.
15

 Peddling would 
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 precinct, Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky. Sheet 3B. 
13
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Louisville Directory and Annual Business Advertiser for 1855-56, p.117. 
14
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Peddlers,” http://www.sas.upenn.edu/~tmlaffer/Podcasts/JewishFootPeddlers.pdf. 

Mary Morningstar 

Loeb, date unknown 
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have been a likely occupation for Emmanuel when he first reached the U.S., and perhaps 

after the disruption of the Civil War he was forced to return to the itinerant peddler’s 

work. A somewhat romantic version of the post-Civil War peddler’s life was described 

by Thomas Clark: 

 
Many a Southern store had its beginnings in a humble peddler’s pack. There was a close 

affinity between the peddler with all his worldly goods wrapped in a canvas bag, and the 

poor cotton farmers whose hopes for the future were wrapped up in a cotton lien note. 

The Alsatian Jew was a hero, and he has remained largely unnoted and unsung by the 

historians. He walked thousands of miles over dusty or muddy roads bearing on his back 

heavy packs of merchandise, or he bumped over impassable roads in one-horse 

wagons…Like the old Methodist circuit riders they had time in their travels to think 

through their problems, and no doubt to plan for future operations of stores.
16

 

 

By the time of the 1860 census, Emmanuel and Mary had two daughters and a son, 

Rachel, Josephine, and Jacob, who was a baby. Three of Emmanuel’s siblings were living 

with them, an elder Jacob, Felix, and Henriette.
17

 In 1870, the older three children were in 

school and four younger children had joined the household, Isaac, Abraham, Esther, and 

Hattie.
18

 Emmanuel died in his mid-40s of unknown causes on June 7, 1873.
19

 His 

youngest child, Mabel, was born almost 3 months later on August 30, 1873. 

 

Mary lived for another half century, until November 

9, 1931 at the age of 94. Family members recall that 

she often traveled back to Europe to the spas at 

Baden-Baden in Germany. She lived with her 

unmarried children, including Josephine and Isaac 

until he died, and she was in Esther’s home when 

she died. 

 

EMMANUEL’S CHILDREN AND 

DESCENDANTS 

 

Emmanuel and Marie had 8 known children. The 

youngest two both died as children. Hattie, born 

December 28, 1867, died just before her 13
th

 

birthday on December 20, 1880 of unknown causes. 

Mabel died shortly before her 9
th

 birthday on 

August 16, 1882, of typhus. The two share a 

common tombstone in the Adath Israel Cemetery in 
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 Thomas D. Clark, “The Post-Civil War Economy in the South,” in Jews in the South, edited by Leonard 

Dinnerstein and Mary Dale Palsson (Baton Rouge: Louisian State University Press), p.163. 
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 U.S. Federal Census 1860, 4
th
 Ward, Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky. P.17. 

18
 U.S. Federal Census 1870, 4

th
 Ward, Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky. P.134. 

19
 Tombstone inscription of Emanuel Loeb, Adath Israel Cemetary, Louisville, Jefferson Country, KY, 

Section 5. Read by Deborah Campisano September 21, 2003. The last digit of the year is unclear and is 

inferred as 1873 by Mabel’s birth date and other sources such as city directories. 

The Loeb sisters Rachel, Esther, and 

Josephine; date unknown. 
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Louisville.
20

 In the 1910 census Mary reported being the mother of 9 children, leading to 

suspicion that there is one more child who died young. 

 

The eldest daughter Rachel married August Straus who became the founder and owner of 

the Louisville Courier-Journal Job Printing Company, an influential and prosperous 

enterprise. They had two sons, Ernest Charles Straus and Emanuel Emory Straus both of 

whom had families. Ernest Charles married Elsie Leszinsky and had two children, Henry 

and Rachel. Henry had no children while Rachel married John William Spanyer, Jr. – a 

chemist with Brown-Forman of Louisville – and has descendants who still live in 

Louisville. Emanuel Emory married Etta Brown and had five children, the descendents of 

whom dispersed to other states. The Straus brothers took over the Courier-Journal from 

their father, but lost the company during the Great Depression of the 1930s. 

 

Josephine was born October 15, 1857, never married, and apparently lived with her 

mother or other family members for almost her entire life. She died of complications 

from a broken hip in 1936 at the age of 78. 

 

Jacob was born October 26, 1859. As a young man he worked as 

a store salesman, then joined the Louisville Fire Department in 

1891 and worked his way up to captain of an engine company. In 

April of 1919 two fire trucks collided and Jacob was thrown from 

his truck, fracturing both legs. He was hospital-bound for the next 

three months, developed pneumonia, and died June 28, 1919. In 

his will he left $500 to his brother Isaac and split the remainder of 

his estate between his sister Josephine and a son, Louis Gambrall, 

whom the will describes as being born out of wedlock. There is no 

further knowledge of Louis Gambrall preserved in family records. 

Jacob’s name is preserved on a statue to fallen firefighters in 

Louisville’s Jefferson Square, and appears on the Supporting 

Heroes website.
21

 

 

Isaac was born December 18, 1861.
22

 The 1880 census shows him working as a saddler, 

but from about 1886 until he died he worked as a collector for his brother-in-law August 

at the Courier Job Printing Company.
23

 His family history was tragic. He married 

Georgia Wilcox in 1884, but by the 1900 census he was living alone as a widower. In 

1903 he married Rebecca Wurtzburger, daughter of French immigrants and a widow in a 

previous marriage, whose grave shares a marker with his in the Adath Israel Cemetery. 

However, she died in 1907 and he appears as a widower again in the 1910 and 1920 
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Jacob Loeb circa 
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censuses. He finally married Clara Bates in 1920, less than 3 years before his death.
24

 In 

all these marriages there were no children, except possibly an Infant Loeb shown in the 

Adath Israel cemetery, for whom the Herman Myer & Son funeral home website shows 

Isaac as the father.
25

 

 

Abraham Loeb was born in December 1863. He 

remained single until 1900 when he married Lizzie 

Fohl in Indianapolis.
26

 Lizzie was born and grew up 

in Indiana, but her father’s heritage traces back to 

the German settlers of Pennsylvania. Her 

grandfather was a well-known minister who 

traveled west as far as Indiana to establish new 

congregations.  Family legend has it that the Lizzie 

and Abraham met at the famed Chicago World’s 

Fair of 1893.
27

 With this marriage Abraham began 

attending Lizzie’s church and ceased to identify 

with Judaism. His children grew up as southern 

American Protestants. 

 

The couple relocated to Nashville, Tennessee, 

where Abraham (or “Abe” as he appears to have 

preferred) worked at a dry goods store.
28

 Abe and 

Lizzie had two children, Ben Fohl and Edna. Ben 

married Frances Louise Paysinger; Edna married A. 

Sharpe Curtis and both had families that gradually 

scattered from Nashville to North Carolina, Connecticut, Texas, Louisiana, and 

elsewhere.
29

 

 

Esther was born on March 4, 1866. She married Henry Benas in about 1887, and they 

remained in Louisville. Henry was a merchant, polling clerk, and bank clerk. They had 

three children and five grandchildren at the time of her death in 1939. Their children were 

Bess, who never married; Mabel, who married her second cousin Albert Loeb Soloman 

(grandson of Felix Loeb) and moved to Oklahoma; and Maurice who married Jeannette 

Jackson and had at least three children in Louisville. Esther, Henry, Maurice, and 

Jeannette are all buried at the Adath Israel cemetery in Louisville, as is Maurice’s 

daughter June.”
30
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 Ben F. Loeb, Jr., personal communication. 
30

 Henry M. & Esther Loeb Benas Lot, Adath Israel Cemetery, Section 5, Lot 100, Grave 4 & 5. Read by 
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EMMANUEL’S SIBLINGS 

 

As mentioned at the beginning, Emmanuel was only the first of his family to emigrate to 

the U.S. At the time of the 1860 census, Emmanuel was hosting three of his younger 

siblings in his household – Felix, Jacob, and Henriette. Felix and Henriette both appeared 

in the 1836 Alsace census, but Jacob would not yet have been born. 

 

Felix arrived in New York in 1852.
31

 He served in the Confederate army during the Civil 

War. By the 1870 census, Felix was back in Louisville and married to Melanie Meyer 

with whom he had an infant daughter. His occupation is described as a “dealer in 

notions.” In 1880 he was a dry goods merchant and had four daughters, Mary, Clara, 

Delvena, and Flora. Sometime after 1880, Felix and his family moved to Hodgenville, 

Kentucky. Meleny died in 1897 and Felix remarried to Bertha or “Bettie” Joseph in 1899. 

Late in life after Bettie’s death Felix moved to Oklahoma to live with his daughter Mary 

Loeb Salomon and died there. 

 

In 1870, Jacob lived with his brother Felix and also worked as a dealer in notions.
32

 By 

1880, he lived on his own. Jacob never married. He died on April 25, 1905 and is buried 

in Adath Israel cemetery in Louisville.
33

 

 

Henrietta married Louis Gideon on March 31, 1861, in Louisville.
34

 She had two 

children, Ben born in February of 1862 and Esther born in April of 1863. She died of 

“childbirth fever” at the young age of 32 only 3 years after the birth of Esther, in June of 

1866.
35

 Louis remarried to another Henrietta at the end of 1866 and had several more 

children. Esther married A. Goiten in Louisville and had 4 children;
36

 Ben moved to 

Arkansas as an adult where he appears as late as the 1910 census without a spouse or 

children. 

 

Correspondence with the Bashem family in Washington reveals that another sister 

emigrated to the U.S. as well: Rosalie. Rosalie (Rosa) married Edward Hecht and they 

moved to San Francisco. They had six children: Ida, Celia, Jacob, Solomon, Elizabeth 

(Betty) and Henry. The 1870 census shows the family in San Francisco with 1-year old 

twin daughters born in Kentucky, fixing their moving date at 1869 or 1870. Edward then 

disappeared, leaving his wife with the children and without the means to care for the 

family. The children were placed in the Hebrew Orphan Asylum and Rosalie ended up in 
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a mental institution where she spent almost 50 years. However, three of her daughters 

grew up to have families of their own.
37

 

 

 

LOEB SURNAME 

 

While there are many descendants of Emmanuel Loeb and his siblings in the U.S., there 

are very few who have his surname. His brothers either had daughters (Felix) or did not 

marry (Jacob). Of Emmanuel’s three sons, one had no surviving children and one had a 

child out of wedlock who did not have the “Loeb” surname. Only Abraham passed the 

name along where it persists four generations later. It is possible that there were other 

Loeb immigrants to the U.S. from Ingwiller. At the time the surname was chosen in 1808, 

it appears that Jacques had three brothers who also exchanged the Loewel surname for 

Loeb – Baruch, David, and Moise – all of whom had families with sons. Some cousins 

descended from this family may have separately immigrated to the U.S., leaving plenty of 

opportunity to discover new stories. 
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 Joan Brashem, personal correspondence, November 21, 2010.  

Tevere Loeb, one of the youngest 

of the family to have that 

surname, visits the historic 

Ingwiller synogogue in 2011 with 

her parents, Mary and Charlie 

Loeb, hosted by Michael Levy, left 

Gravestones of Emmanuel and Marie Loeb, Temple 

Cemetery, Louisville, Kentucky. Photos by Deborah 

Campisano, 2008, via FindaGrave.com 


